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claim the throne, and had won the battle of North-
ampton. The accession of Edward IV. appeared
to consolidate his position, and his power was
greater than had ever been wielded before by any
subject, if he was the u last of the barons/5 he was
also the greatest.

But the new king, either from carelessness or
from design, quickly irritated his powerful subject.
Warwick urged him to marry a foreign princess in
order to secure his family by an alliance with another
reigning house, but Edward disregarded this counsel,
and instead took a step which could hardly fail to anger
not only-the Nevilles, but also many other Yorkists.
This step was his marriage with Elizabeth Woodville
(1465). She was the widow of Sir John Grey, the
daughter of Lord Rivers by the Dowager Duchess of
Bedford, and was thus a member of a thoroughly
Lancastrian family. Such a marriage was almost
certain to cause much opposition, but Edward's
next acts served to anger his own supporters still
more. He showered estates and titles upon the new
queen's family, even depriving his tried friends of
their offices for the benefit of the renegade Lancas-
trians. For a while the Nevilles continued to support
the king, but to this marriage must be traced the
beginning of a rupture which ended in the battle of
Barnet.

The second cause of quarrel was a difference in
foreign policy. Louis XL of France was now en-
gaged in his struggle with the house of Burgundy,
and in this dispute Warwick and Edward took
different sides. The king, probably owing to his